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Glossary of Terminology 

Applicant Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Ltd 

Agreement for 
Lease (AfL) 

Agreements under which seabed rights are awarded following the 
completion of The Crown Estate tender process. 

Evidence Plan 
Process (EPP) 

A voluntary consultation process with specialist stakeholders to agree 
the approach, and information to support, the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) for 
certain topics. The EPP provides a mechanism to agree the information 
required to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate as part of the 
Development Consent Order application. This function of the EPP helps 
Applicants to provide sufficient information in their application, so that 
the Examining Authority can recommend to the Secretary of State 
whether or not to accept the application for examination and whether an 
appropriate assessment is required.  

Expert Topic 
Group (ETG) 

A forum for targeted engagement with regulators and interested 
stakeholders through the EPP. 

Generation 
Assets (the 
Project) 

Generation assets associated with the Morecambe Offshore Windfarm. 
This is infrastructure in connection with electricity production, namely 
the fixed foundation wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 
offshore substation platform(s) (OSP(s)) and possible platform link 
cables to connect OSP(s). 

Inter-array 
cables 

Cables which link the WTGs to each other and the OSP(s). 

Morgan and 
Morecambe 
Offshore Wind 
Farms: 
Transmission 
Assets 

The transmission assets for the Morgan Offshore Wind Project and the 
Morecambe Offshore Windfarm. This includes the offshore export 
cables, landfall site, onshore export cables, onshore substations, 400kV 
cables and associated grid connection infrastructure such as circuit 
breaker infrastructure.  

Also referred to in this chapter as the Transmission Assets, for ease of 
reading. 

Offshore 
substation 
platform(s) 

A fixed structure located within the windfarm site, containing electrical 
equipment to aggregate the power from the WTGs and convert it into a 
more suitable form for export to shore. 

Platform link 
cable 

An electrical cable which links one or more OSP(s). 

Windfarm site The area within which the WTGs, inter-array cables, OSP(s) and 
platform link cables will be present. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview of the Project 

1. The Morecambe Offshore Windfarm is a proposed offshore windfarm located 

in the Eastern Irish Sea, which when fully operational, would have an 

anticipated nominal capacity of 480 megawatts (MW) and would have the 

potential to generate renewable power for over 500,000 homes in the United 

Kingdom (UK). 

2. The Project was one of six projects selected by The Crown Estate in its 

Offshore Wind Leasing Round 4 in 2021. The Agreement for Lease (AfL) for 

the Project was received in 2023. 

3. The AfL comprises an area of up to 125km2 and reflects the windfarm site 

assessed in the Project Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

Following design development, surveys, assessments and consultation on the 

PEIR, the proposed windfarm site development area has been reduced to 

approximately 87km2.  

4. The Project relates to the Generation Assets of the Morecambe Offshore 

Windfarm (including wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 

offshore substation platforms (OSP(s)), and possible platform link cables to 

connect OSP(s)).  

5. A separate consent for the Morgan and Morecambe Offshore Wind Farms: 

Transmission Assets associated with the Morecambe Offshore Windfarm and 

the Morgan Offshore Wind Project (another proposed windfarm to be located 

in the Irish Sea) is being sought. 

1.2 Purpose of this document 

6. This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by 

Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Ltd (the Applicant) with input from the Marine 

Management Organisation (MMO). This identifies topic areas where there is 

agreement, areas of disagreement, and areas which remain under discussion 

in relation to the Development Consent Order (DCO) application for the 

Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Generation Assets (hereafter ‘the Project’).  

7. Consultation with technical stakeholders, including the MMO, has been 

facilitated through the Evidence Plan Process (EPP). As part of the EPP, 

Expert Topic Groups (ETGs) were established, with a number of regular ETG 

meetings held throughout the pre-application process to agree the technical 

information required as part of the DCO application. Consultation is described 

in each technical Chapter for the Environmental Statement (ES) (Chapters 7 

– 22) (APP-044 – APP-059) and Chapter 6 EIA Methodology (APP-043) of the 

ES. Further, regular update meetings have been undertaken with the MMO 
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through the pre-application process. Full details of pre-application 

consultation for the Project are provided in the Consultation Report (APP-

015). 

8. The Applicant has had regard to the Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the 

examination of applications for development consent (Department for 

Communities and Local Government, 2015) when compiling this SoCG.  

9. The matters considered within this SoCG are within the MMO’s statutory remit, 

which includes advising offshore wind farm developers on the aspects of a 

project that may have an impact on the marine area or those who use it. In 

relation to the Deemed Marine Licence (DML), the MMO is the delivery body 

responsible for post-consent monitoring, variation, enforcement and 

revocation of provisions relating to the marine environment. As such, the MMO 

has a keen interest in ensuring that provisions drafted in a DML enable the 

MMO to fulfil these obligations.  

10. Matters that are not yet agreed will be the subject of ongoing discussion 

between the Applicant and MMO to reach agreement on each matter 

wherever possible or refine the extent of disagreement between parties. 

11. This SoCG has been structured to reflect topics and documents (Table 1.1) 

of the Application which are of key interest to the MMO. These topics are 

covered within DCO documentation including, but not limited to, the 

Environmental Statement (ES), Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment 

(RIAA) (APP-027) and the Marine Conservation Zone Assessment (MCZA) 

(APP-032), as well as other associated DCO documents.  

12. The Project relates only to the Generation Assets of the Morecambe Offshore 

Windfarm (including wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 

offshore substation platforms (OSPs), and possible platform link cables to 

connect offshore substations). A separate consent for the Transmission 

Assets associated with the Morecambe Offshore Windfarm and the Morgan 

Offshore Wind Project (another proposed windfarm to be located in the Irish 

Sea) will be sought. Given the interconnected nature of the Project and the 

Transmission Assets, agreement has also been sought on some Project-wide 

considerations (Section 2.2). 
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▪ Civil and military aviation and radar 

▪ Seascape, landscape and visual impact assessment 

▪ Infrastructure and other marine users  

14. Further detail of these topics can be found in the ES and Consultation Report.  

15. Throughout the SoCG the phrase “Agreed” identifies any point of agreement 

between the Applicant and the MMO. The phrase “Not Agreed” identifies any 

point that is not agreed between the Applicant and the MMO.  

16. Topic specific matters agreed and not agreed, as well as those that remain 

under discussion between the Applicant and the MMO, are included within this 

SoCG. As stated, matters that are not yet agreed will be the subject of ongoing 

discussion between the Applicant and the MMO to reach agreement wherever 

possible, or to refine the extent of disagreement between parties.  

1.3 Consultation with the MMO 

1.3.1 Pre-application 

17. The Applicant has engaged with the MMO on the Project during the pre-

application process, both in terms of informal non-statutory consultation and 

statutory consultation carried out, pursuant to Section 42 of the Planning Act 

2008.  

18. The MMO provided comments on the EIA Scoping Report (MMO 

DCO/2022/00001; 20230721) through the formal Scoping Opinion published 

by PINS on 2nd August 2022 (PINS, 2022) (APP-143).  

19. During the statutory consultation held between 20th April and 4th June 2023, 

pursuant to Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008, the MMO provided 

comments on the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), draft 

MCZA and draft RIAA by way of a letter dated 30th May 2023 (MMO 

DCO/2022/00001; 20230530). 

20. Further to this, numerous meetings were held with the MMO through the EPP 

and also through regular update meetings. These are detailed throughout the 

SoCG, and minutes of the ETG meetings are provided as Appendices to the 

Consultation Report (APP-016). Additionally, a series of Technical Notes were 

issued as part of the EPP, which are detailed in technical topic below. 

1.3.2 Post-application 

21. Following the submission of the Application, regular meetings have continued 

with the MMO and are detailed within each topic area in this SoCG. 
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